
Pastor’s page: The Mystery of the Trinity - a community of persons 

      When you and I were baptized we were immersed in the Trinity. We were consecrated 
from head to toe, just as the bread and wine are consecrated and become Christ. We too 
have become Christ through holy Baptism. We became holy: priest, prophet, and king – God’s 
beloved sons and daughters. “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe everything that I have 
commanded you. And see, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) 

     The Gospel of Matthew, quoted above, was written in the mid-80s A.D. A God who is one, 
and yet three persons, is already being proclaimed to the world. The apostles of Jesus, all 
Jews and monotheists have embraced a radically new understanding of the God of Israel. The 
dazzling experience that we call the resurrection was a conversion to a new insight into the 
mystery of God. The message they proclaimed of God sending his Son, his very self, was met 
with opposition in the synagogues for numerous reasons. Proclaiming the coming of a 
Messiah who had been raised from the dead, was not, to say the least, an expected event! 
Additionally, a Messiah who failed and had been crucified was contrary to Deuteronomy 
chapter 6-“Cursed is the one who dies on a cross.” Finally, a Messiah who was, or made 
himself an equal to God, was blasphemy for devout Jews. Paul himself (before his encounter 
with the risen Lord on his way to Damascus) becomes a great prosecutor of the first 
Christians because of this. 

      The people of Israel believed in a strict and rigorous monotheism. This was the heart of 
their religious faith. There is one God. “I am the first and the last; besides me there is no 
God.” (Isaiah 44:6) It is understandable that Christianity received a more welcome reception 
from the Gentile world than it did from the Jewish community.  

      Belief in one God who is perfect love; belief in one ultimate power as the force that 
brought all things into existence, is something that the three monotheistic religions of the 
world profess: Jews, Muslims and Christians. All three religions believe in a personal God 
revealed in the Scriptures (the Torah and prophets and writings for Jews, the Koran for 
Muslims, the Old and New Testament for Christians). 

      Uniquely, we Christians proclaim a triune God. One God, but three distinct persons- a 
communion of persons. For Jews and Muslims this is totally unacceptable. They see 
Christianity as a kind of polytheism (Father, Son and Holy Spirit), and a threat to the true faith 
where there is only one God. 

      As Christians, we profess that Jesus is ‘Lord’- that he is equal to God. Jewish texts from the 
early centuries, condemn this as heretical, because it creates two divine powers in heaven. 
The Koran also denies divinity to Jesus because there is only one God, Allah, and “it does not 
befit Allah to have partners.” (The Koran) 



      A triune God is revolutionary. It took many centuries for Christians to formulate belief in a 
triune God. But it seems clear that from the earliest days, the proclamation of Jesus Christ as 
sent from God, and existing in the presence of God, was an essential element of the good 
news. “For though he was by nature God, he did not count equality with God something to be 
grasped, but emptied himself taking the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of human 
beings.” (An early Christian hymn, Philippians 2 - 50AD) 

      “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
be with all of you.” (2 Corinthians 13:13- 55AD) 

 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 
poured out this that you both see and hear.” (Acts 2:33 – 85AD)  The truth is that we who 
have been baptized into the Trinity, the love-life of God, have been made divine! We remain 
sinners, but as Pope Francis likes to say, sinners upon whom the Lord has looked with love. 
Christ lives in each of us. We have been consecrated! With the gift of baptism goes the 
responsibility to proclaim the great news to the world. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 


